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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER CALLS FOR NATIONAL REFERENDUM 

1. IN NATIONALLY TELEVISED ADDRESS TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
EVENING OF MAY 13, PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO CALLED EOR A 
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NATIONAL REFERENDUM ON QUESTION OF WHETHER HE SHOULD REMAIN 
IN POWER. PM SAID THAT OP THREE BASIC OPPOSITION DEMANDS- 
A NEW ELECTION COMMISSION, NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
AND HIS RESIGNATION-THE FIRST WAS NOT A FUNDAMENTAL 
PROBLEM, BUT THE SECOND WOULD CAUSE THE "DESTRUCTION" OF 
PAKISTAN. CONCERNING HIS RESIGNATION, HE HAD OFFERED IT 
TO HIS PARLIAMENTARY PARTY BUT THE MEMBERS HAD REPUSED. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HOWEVER, HE IS ANSWERABLE TO THE PEOPLE AND TO FIND A WAY 
OUT OF THE CURRENT CONFRONTATION HE WAS RECOMMENDING A 
"TEMPORARY " CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD ALLOW 
HIM TO GO TO THE PEOPLE IN A REFERENDUM. 

2. BHUTTO OPENED SPEECH BY REVIEWING HISTORY OF ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN AND POST-CAMPAIGN AGITATION, NOTING HE HAD 
OFFERED EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO THE OPPOSITION TO RECTIFY 
ANY INJUSTICES. HOWEVER, THE OPPOSITION CHOSE TO 

"WHIP UP HATRED" AND BRING PEOPLE INTO THE STREETS. THE 
GOVERNMENT TRIED TO MEET ALL THE OPPOSITION CONCERNS, 

INCLUDING THEIR DEMAND FOR A MORE ISLAMIC STATE, BUT ALL 
THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTEMPTS WERE REJECTED. PM NOTED THAT 
MANY FELLOW MUSLIM STATES HAD OFFERED TO HELP NEGOTIATE 
BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES AND HE SINGLED OUT KING KHALID 
FOR SPECIAL PRAISE. HE ALSO MENTIONED HELPFUL OVERTURES 
FROM THE UAE, LIBYA, KUWAIT AND THE PLO. 

3. PM ADDED THAT HE HAD MET PNA LEADER MUFTI MAHMOOD TWO 
DAYS AGO AND EMPHASIZED THAT HE WAS WILLING TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE OPPOSITION. HE TOLD MUFTI, HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT 
FIRST ACCEDE TO THEIR DEMANDS AND THEN NEGOTIATE. HE THEN 
READ TO THE ASSEMBLY MUFTI MAHMOOD'S REPLY WHICH HE SAID 
HE RECEIVED NIGHT OF MAY 12. MUFTI WROTE THAT "THE PNA 
LEADERSHIP IS UNANIMOUS THAT NO PURPOSE CAN BE SERVED BY 
CONTINUING SUCH FRUITLESS MEETINGS." LETTER THEN QUOTED 
PURPORTED PAKISTAN WIRE SERVICE REPORT, WHICH MUFTI SAID 
WAS SUPPRESSED, THAT CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSION HAS SAID THAT 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS WERE SO IRREGULAR NEW NO 
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ELECTIONS SHOULD BE HELD. MUFTI ALSO TOOK EXCEPTION TO THEK 
PM'S INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY CHARGE AND CLOSED BY SAYING 
THAT THE PNA WOULD BE UNABLE TO ENGAGE IN ANY FURTHER 
DISCUSSIONS WITH BHUTTO UNTIL THEIR THREE BASIC DEMANDS 
WERE MET. 

4. PM NOTED THAT "TERRIBLE POLARIZATION " HAD TAKEN PLACE 
IN THE COUNTRY AND HE WANTED TO FIND A WAY OUT OF THE 
DILEMMA. HE THEN WENT THROUGH THE THREE PNA DEMANDS, 

IMPLYING THE DEMAND FOR A NEW ELECTION COMMISSION COULD BE 
EASILY MET. HE SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT NOW AGREE TO DISSOLVE 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND HOLD NEW ELECTIONS. ALTHOUGH HE 
LEFT OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS HAPPENING AT A LATER 

DATE, HE SAID TO DO SO NOW WOULD SET AN UNACCEPTABLE PRECEDENT 
AND WOULD LEAD TO DESTRUCTION OF THE COUNTRY. 

5. FOCUSING ON THE PNA DEMAND FOR HIS RESIGNATION, BHUTTO 
SAID HE WOULD RECOMMEND TO BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT THAT 
THEY PASS A "TEMPORARY " AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION ALLOWING 
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A NATIONAL REFERENDUM. HE CALLED IT A "PERSONAL REEERENDUM" 

AND ONE THAT WILL SHOW HE IS ANSWERABLE TO THE PEOPLE. IE 
THE PEOPLE DECIDE THEY WANT HIM OUT OE OFEICE, HE WILL 
CALMLY ACCEPT THEIR VERDICT. HOWEVER, IE THEY WANT HIM TO 
REMAIN IN OEEICE, THIS WILL PROVE THE OPPOSITION CONTENTION 
THAT THE PEOPLE SUPPORT THEM IS EALSE. THE PM DID NOT GIVE 
ANY INDICATION WHEN HE WILL INTRODUCE THE AMENDMENT OR WHEN 
THE REFERENDUM MAY BE HELD. 

6. PM MADE TWO PASSING REFERENCES TO FOREIGN INTERVENTION 
AND DID NOT MENTION US BY NAME. WHILE SPEAKING OE THE 
NATION'S POLITICAL CRISIS AND LISTING THE PROBLEMS EACING 

THE COUNTRY, HE NOTED THAT "THERE HAS BEEN EOREIGN INTERVENTION" 
BUT DID NOT ELABORATE. LATER IN SPEECH HE AGAIN - WHILE 
CHRONICLING PAKISTAN'S PROBLEMS- SAID IN PASSING THAT 
"FOREIGN INTERVENTION HAS BEEN IMMENSE." 
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7. WE WILL SEND ASSESSMENT OE SPEECH SEPTEL MORNING MAY 14. 
AMSTUTZ 
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